TO: Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation
RE: Comments on DCR Forest Management Projects Proposed for 2022
DA: November 1, 2022

We write to submit our comments on the proposed Department of Conservation and
Recreation (DCR) forest management projects in ten state forests: October Mountain,
Bryant/Berkshire Snow Basin, Warwick, Savoy Mountain, Otis, Sandisfield, Dubuque, Myles
Standish, Manuel Correllus, and Townsend. (https://www.mass.gov/guides/forest-
management-projects#-forest-management-projects-proposed-2022-)

We have commented extensively in the past on DCR’s forest management plans, and have
objected to cutting in our state forests for the purposes of: a) carbon capture and storage,

b) treatment for insects and disease, c) fire prevention, d) ecosystem restoration, €) liquidation
of plantations, f) improvement of wildlife habitat, g) improvement of recreational experiences,
h) sustainable wood products, i) diversification of even-aged forests, and j) forest restoration.
We note that these goals of DCR are included in one or more of the 2022 proposed projects.
We have attached comments for the past three years for reference, explaining our objections.

We continue to object to these reasons for forest management on state land for the reasons
we have expressed in the past.

On the other hand, DCR’s 2012 Landscape Designations for DCR Parks & Forests: Selection
Criteria and Management Guidelines includes guidelines for Reserves that are generally
reasonable and offer protection and management that is more in line with public sentiment and
independent scientific research. This includes oversight provided by the Forest Reserves
Scientific Advisory Council (FRSAC), consisting of conservation biologists and forest ecology
experts, to assist and review management and major restoration activities within Reserves.
Those guidelines define and outline management actions allowed in Reserves, per the excerpts
below. (https://archives.lib.state.ma.us/bitstream/handle/2452/200210/o0cn816519530.pdf):

2.1 Reserves - Purpose [p. 15]

The primary purpose of setting aside large areas of forest as Reserves is to allow forests to
develop relatively unimpeded by human disturbance and to create late successional
habitat. Given a sufficient amount of time without major disturbances, the forest will
develop characteristics associated with true old growth forest. These late successional and
old growth conditions include a wide diversity of tree sizes and ages, tip-up mound
topography, and micro-site conditions from fallen trees and large amounts of downed
woody debris....

2.3 Management Approach for Reserves [p. 16-17]

The dominant ecosystem service objectives in Reserves will be:
e biodiversity expansion, including complex forest systems
e carbon sequestration

e provision of wilderness recreation opportunities



Management of Reserves should allow natural processes to determine the long-term
structure, composition, function and dynamics of the forest to the maximum extent
possible.

[Management Priorities in Reserves] [p. 3-4]

Reserves will conserve large contiguous blocks of high-value ecosystems.... There will be
no commercial harvesting of timber in Reserves.

Silviculture and Vegetation Management Guidelines: [p. 22]

A. Habitat manipulation, silvicultural treatments and commercial harvesting operations are
not permitted in Reserves. However, if deemed appropriate by DCR and reviewed by the
FRSAC, the following exceptions may be allowed:

a) Implementation of NHESP recommendations to restore, maintain or enhance habitat
for rare and endangered species and exemplary natural or rare communities.

b) Removing plantations would not be permitted except to restore important wildlife
habitat such as pitch pine barrens or other habitats and after consultation with DFW and
FRSAC.

c) Removing non-native invasive species may occur after consultation with FRSAC.
d) Managing vegetation to control erosion, or to stabilize soils.

e) Cutting of vegetation to maintain established public vistas and trails is permitted (e.g.,
the small Spruce Mountain vista located in Monroe State Forest).

f) Removal of hazardous trees directly adjacent to official DCR trails and abutting
properties that pose significant risk to public safety.

g) Vegetation management is permitted by parties who have secured pre-existing rights
(e.g., easement holders, utility easements) to perform such activity, subject, however, to
standard regulatory and permitting requirements.

h) Cutting vegetation to maintain existing agricultural fields or existing wildlife habitat
openings is permitted.

B. Creation of new fields, vistas and wildlife openings is prohibited.

We request that all of the 2022 DCR Forest Management proposals be limited to activities
allowed in Reserves, under the review and guidance of the FRSAC, as specified in the 2012
DCR Selection Criteria and Management Guidelines (cited above). We also request that DCR
designate all of the lands encompassed by these management proposals as new Reserves as
soon as possible.

In addition, we request that the public remain informed and engaged in management proposals
on all DCR properties.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on these forest management proposals.

Sincerely,



Michael Kellett, Executive Director
RESTORE: The North Woods

P.O. Box 1099

Concord, MA 01742

Janet Sinclair
71 Ashfield St.
Shelburne Falls, MA 01370

Eric Chivian M.D.

Founder and Former Director
Center for Health and the Global
Environment

Harvard Medical School

Concerned Citizens of Franklin County
P.O. Box 653
Greenfield, MA 01370

Chris Matera
Massachusetts Forest Watch
Northampton, MA 01060

Partnership for Policy Integrity
Pelham, MA 01002

Save the Pine Barrens
Meg Sheehan Coordinator
Plymouth, MA

Kirstin Beatty, Director

Last Tree Laws Massachusetts
149 Central Park Drive
Holyoke, MA 01040

Ann Darling
Citizens Awareness Network
Easthampton, MA

Fran Ludwig, Co-Chair

Boston Catholic Climate Movement
19 Wyman Rd.

Lexington, MA 02420

Deb Pasternak
State Director, Sierra Club Massachusetts
Boston, MA

Jeanne Krieger, Co-Chair
Lexington Climate Action Network
Lexington, MA

Kathie Breuninger

Friend of Robinson State Park
348 North Street

Feeding Hills, MA 01030

Green Berkshires
PO Box 342
Great Barrington, MA 01230

Marcia F. Hart RN
Cape Ann Climate Coalition legislative team
Gloucester, MA

Zack Porter
Executive Director
Standing Trees
Montpelier, VT

The Enviro Show
WXOJ/WMCB/WMNB
140 Pine Street
Florence, MA 01062

Bee Friendly Williamstown
41 North Street
Williamstown Town Hall
Williamstown, MA 01267

Janet Cason

Representing 350 Central Mass
40 Westbrook Road
Northborough, MA 01532

Glen Ayers
Mass Forest Rescue
Greenfield, MA



Richard Lent
Elders Climate Action
Stow, MA

Paula Phipps

Associate Director

Biodiversity for a Livable Climate
Cambridge, MA

Adam Sacks

Executive Director

Biodiversity for a Livable Climate
Cambridge, MA

John Galt, MD

Berkshire Bike Path Council
12 Kenilworth St.

Pittsfield, MA 01201

Maiyim Baron

Elders Climate Action - Mass Chapter
112 Centre Street # 10 J

Brookline, MA 02446

Wendell State Forest Alliance
Wendell, MA

Friends of Peru State Forest
Peru, MA

Ellen Moyer, Ph.D., P.E.
Principal
Greenvironment, LLC
258 Main Road
Montgomery, MA 01085

Catherine LeBlanc
14 Tufts Street #3
Cambridge, MA 02139

Martha Hanner
Ambherst, MA

Dorothy Mclver
88 Columbus Ave
Greenfield, MA 01301

Susan Masino, PhD
41 Madison Lane

West Simsbury, CT 06092

Nancy Polan
Southampton, MA

Dale LaBonte
32 Crabapple LN

Northampton, MA 01060

Karl Dziura
2 Hidden Ledge Drive
Conway, MA 01341

Carissa Sinclair
14A Mill Village Road
South Deerfield, MA

Samuel Harris
14A Mill Village Road
South Deerfield, MA

Lynn Waldron
Greenfield, MA

Tom Neilson, Ed.D.
Greenfield, MA

Robin Bergman
Park Avenue
Arlington, MA 02476

Shauna Lynn
Greenfield, MA.

Susan Purser
Becket, MA 01223

Shirley A. Keech
Northfield, MA 01360

Mary K. King
Northfield, MA 01360



Louise Amyot
56 Madison Circle
Greenfield, MA 01301

Stephanie Gelfan
8 Tuckerman Lane
Ambherst, MA 01002

Sharon Farmer
195 Mountain View Drive
Holyoke, MA

Laura Rojo MaclLeod
1114 S East St
Ambherst, MA 01002

Laura Bentz
58 Jamieson Hts
Williamstown, MA. 01267

Bob Guethlen
26 John Hall Cartway,
Yarmouth Port, MA 02675

Diane Guethlen
26 John Hall Cartway
Yarmouth Port, MA 02675

Aalana Feaster
Boston, MA 02124

Susan Laing
47 Phillips St
Greenfield, 01301

James Thornley
PO Box 122
Wendell, MA 01379

Donald L. Walker, Jr.

102 Delabarre Avenue, Apt. B

Conway, MA 01341

Susan Waltner
9 North Street
Williamsburg, MA 01096

Dodi Melnicoff
Greenfield, MA

Laurel Facey
47 Davis Road
Millers Falls, MA 01349

Sarah Freeman
Jamaica Plain, MA

Gloria Kegeles
PO Box 254
Wendell, MA 0137

Lynne Man, PhD, MPH, MS
463 Burrage Street
Lunenburg, MA 01462

Kenneth Lederman
94 S. Ashfield Road
Williamsburg, MA 01096

Cindy Callaway
83 Grove Hill Avenue
Newton, MA 02460

Lisa Hoag
106 Lockes Village Rd.
Wendell, MA 01379

Lynne Pledger
31 Green St.
Shelburne Falls, MA 01370

Mike Kurland
566 East St.
Goshen, MA

Miriam Kurland
566 East St.
Goshen, MA

Maureen Carney
65 South St.
Northampton, MA 01060



Joanna Kent
29 Magnolia Lane
Belchertown, MA, 01007

J. William Stubblefield, PhD.

346 Farley Road
Wendell, MA 01379

Ann Galt
12 Kenilworth Street,
Pittsfield, MA 01201

Gail R Fleischaker
62 W Pelham Rd
Shutesbury, MA 01072

Betty Krikorian
73 Edgemoor Road
Belmont, MA

Amy Meltzer
45 Antrim St
Cambridge, MA

Philip McArthur
45 Antrim St
Cambridge, MA

Jacqueline Royce
780 Boylston St
Boston, MA 02199

Laura Rojo MaclLeod
1114 S East St
Ambherst, MA 01002

Madeline Liebling

P.O. Box 474

71 Ashfield St., #4
Shelburne Falls, MA 01370

Barbara Fullerton
3 Winter St
Weston, MA 02493

Susan Garrett
39 Teaberry Lane
Easthampton, MA 01027

Carole Horowitz
226 Emerson Way
Florence, MA

Susan Theberge
319 Rocky Hill Rd
Florence, MA



